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When All Else Fails ~ Amateur Radio Works 


An pind 
fond 20 2006 


Special Services 


W's that ime of year for PCARS members when things start to get really busy. Aside from 
antenna repairs and installations that have been put ff over along winter and soggy spring, 
the club's annual Antenna Day will be coming up on May 14th followed the next weekend by 
the Godzilla of hamfests, the Dayton Hanwention®. 


Maybe by then all of our spring rns will have Finished and there will be sunny and dry 
weather forthe Humnvention”? But rain or shine you ean count on all othe PCARS members 
meting up al the ARRL booth at 1100 on Saturday for our traditional group picture. We will 
all then migrate dawn to the DX Engineering booth o get the PCARS DXE contingent into a 
photo. With luck we may also be ab 

‘ther side of the arena 


to drag Matt, WADEC, over from the AES booth on the 


(Of course, June then brings Field Day weekend, Qur FD 
co-chairs, Rick, KSCAV, and Karen, NSHUC, aad the entire 
FD crew (particularly the food unit!) are hard at work 
planning what will certainly be an outstanding event, This 
Will be the first year tht the FD committce has organized 
itself using the Incident Command System which not only 
facilitates the operation but is a great learning experience for 
those interested in he ICS. 


Don't forget that our theme for this year's FD is “Bring 
Friend to Field Day!” If everyone brings a guest or two over 
the weekend there is a very good chance that PCARS could 
hhave the bes attended Field Day in the eountry. Pls itis a 
great way to introduce others to the wide variety of amateur 
radio activities und fun offered by PCARS. 


Speaking of lub fun, the Thursday Net Nites have provided an amateur radio evening out 
for those who have been willing to brave the erummy weuther since the Net Nites stated in 
Tanuary, Starting in May the Net Nites will now be held on the fourth Thursday of each month 
so mark your ealendars accordingly. This will schedule them roughly midvsay between the 
monthly club meetings and based upon attendance once a month should work out fine. With 
the good weather ariving you ean also plan on some cookouts atthe Net Nites! 


“The Special Interest Groups on Tuesday nights have been drawing steady crowds. The 
Digital group on the first Tuesday of the month has provided a perfect way for those new to 
the digital modes to bringin radios and computers and get them up and running om a low 
power net in the building 
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From the President - continued rom tage 


CWIQRP on the second Tuesday and DX/Contesting on the fourth are averaging about a dozen participants 
"The new Antenna group met for the frst time on the third Tuesday in April with ahout twenty participants. If 
his schedule allows, at the may meeting Rick, K8CAV, will be giving a presentation on using the EZNEC 
antenna modeling software 


Many thanks also to Rick forall ofhis efforts in the design and creation of the USB soundcard interface kits 
‘They were a thoroughly professional product and every purchaser successfully assembled his or her kit 
following his step-by-step instructions, Tam sure that they will ll enjoy operating digital modes using the 
interface and will take pride inthe Fat they built it 


That's x activities. 


for this month. I look forward to see all of you at upcoming elub me 


a 
Jim, KC8PD 
Upcoming Event 


From the Vice President 


1 sure bope all the “April Showers” we've experienced are going to provide us 
withthe “May Flowers, not to meson a mosth or wo of outstandingly 
beautiful weather forall the ham radio activities we've got coming up. May 143s 
our dry run (hopefully dr. thats) for Field Day ~ commonly refered to as 
Antenna Day" ia the PCARS mythology. Uhope everyone in he club can make 
itto both Antenna Day and Feld Day. Een i you cant make ito either on 
please come to the one you can, your help will he greally appreciated. On the 
topic of Field Day. 'm sure youll ead mexe about this futher down the 
newsletter, PLEASE ~ invite your Irends, relaves, neighbors and anyone else 
you can get to listen to you, to come ou, see what We'e about, and sign our quest 


Tom WALD register! 


‘The othe eally big event for May isthe Dayton Hamvention®. Tm hoping to sce you there and if you've 
never been tere before ' hoping You get the chance this year Dayton isnot ike any other hamfest~ its in a 
class all by tel, You don't waa to ms i 


Our May meeting will be on Monday May 9 at the On Tap restaurant in Stow. This month we are fortunate 
to have Matthew Robbins, AA9YH as our featured speaker. Matthew is originally = 
from Indiana (hence the “9” call) and currently resides just outside of Cincinnati 

“The topic will be "ARDE” 


In 1990, Amateur Radio hidden transmitter hunting in the USA was almost 
exclusively a vehicular activity. A weekend hunt meant hours of driving in a well- 
‘equipped Vehicle, There might he an on-foot "sill" atthe end to get to a 
transmitter afew yards off the oad, but that was the extent of radio "foxhunting’ 
‘on foot. Back then, only a handful of North American hams had experienced the 
kind of transmitter hunting that was predominant in Europe and the Asian 


mainland. In those countries, hams had combined radio direction finding (RDF) with Nathen.\0snth 
‘map-and-compass orienteering to create a sport that challenges both the mind and body. In some places, 
particularly Russia and former Soviet bloc nations, it was being used in physical education classes for youth in 
Schools and by the military for field taining. 


“This international on-foot-only sport had acquired several names including foxtailing, foxteering, radio- 
orienteering and ARDF, for Aniateur Radio Direction Finding. A standard course has 
five "Tox" transmitters ina large wooded area of at least 500 acres, usually much 
larger, Participants start near one end and proceed tothe oer, plotting bearings on a 
special topographical map and punching in at each fox along the way’ 


Radio-orienteers must pay constant altention to all bearings, because each fox is 
on for 60 seconds, one ata time, in sequence. For instance, when #1 goes off, then #2 
‘eames on and #1 won't be back forfour minutes. Usually a continuous transmiter on 
a separate frequency is near the finish to aid hunters who have lot their place on the 

gp, 


‘The frst foxtailing events were on 80 meters with CW transmitters sending "MO" 
followed by dis indicating the tansmiiter number (MOE, MOL, MOS, MOH, and MOS). Later, a separate 
contest on two meters was added to each meet, with CW tones on AM carriers. This was before the popularity 


‘of narrowband FM on two meters, but AM predominates on VHF al international ARDF events to this day 


“Matthew has been very active in the ARDE sport in the slates since i's inception and has worked with the US 
teams in international competitions. Ths should be a good opportunity for us to learn about an aspect ofthe 
hobby we may not be all that familiar with, and [hope youl turnout to weleome Matthew to PCARS — 
especially since he's making a prety long trp to be with us. 


Looking to the future, our June presentation will be given by our own Dave, WB2DFC. Dave will be giving 
us a peck into the new communications center atthe Ravenna Police Dept. including the process of puting it all 
together. In July, ur speaker will be Frank Tompkins, W8EZT from Cuyahoga Falls. Frank will be discussing 
the importance of and proper installation ofa station grounding system ~ probably one of the most overlooked 
and misunderstood topics in all of Ham Radio! It should be a good opportunity to inerease your knowl 

the important topic. While I've got some other prospects for meeting presentations in te future, Tm always 
‘open to your suggestions for topics you would like to hear about, and more importantly, your referrals to 
{qualified aod interesting speakers who can make those presentations! Send me a note with your ideas and 


Finally, our thoughts ofa PCARS golf outing have evaporated, atleast for the time being. Interest inthe 
vent just didn't seem to show, so we've shelved this project for some other time. 


Best 73 toll, 
Tom, WBSLCD 


Mark Your Calendars Ey PCARS 


www, portcars.org 


‘+ May 9" - PCARS Meeting -7 pm - Radio Orienteering aka ARDF by Matthew Robbins AASYH 
‘* May 14° Antenna Day - Practice set up for Field Day 2011 at the City Park in Ravenna 

‘© May 20° 21"- 22 Dayton HAMVENTION® - THE ploce tobe in mid May 

«June 4°~ VE Test Session a the Center of Hope ~ 10:00 ams 

# June 25-26" ARI Field Day ! Big Fun for PCARS ! at the City Park in Ravenna 


(On the calendar for upcoming meeting topies and activities ae: 


Special Interest Groups - Every Month at the Club Site-7 pm 
‘First Tuesday - Digital Special Interest Group 
Second Tuesday - QRP/CW Special Interest Group 
Third Tuesday - MARS Special Interest Group and the 
Antenna Special Interest Group 
DX & Contest Special Interest Group 
Net Nite ut the club site - 6:30 pm 


Fourth Tuesday 
Fourth Thursday 


most popular on-alr 


operating even 
Be There! At the 
Ravenna City Park 


Charlie the Tuner’s HF High-Lites 


hope that this issue of the Newsletter finds you al safe and sound. April storms have caused lot of 
damage across the country as well as sctoss our area in northeast Ohio, Parkman went without power or 34 
ths on Wedaeaday (April 25°) and 9 hrs on Thursday (April 26" 


“The antenna system here took a lot of heating from the wind but eae 
through with fying colors. My concern was that without power Iwas unable to 
{get the untennas pointed directly into the wind, Before the fist storm bit, the 
Wind was so strong here thatthe 19 f boom on my’ 6m yagi was bowing quite a 
Dit. Lwas able to get the antennas turned into the wind at that ime. But dhe next 
dlay when the power Went out, my antennas were stuck pointing at an angle to 
the wind. The STeppIR bounced around a lot. But seemed to weather the storm 
with no problem, 


makes you really think about the pounding our antennas, both aluminum 
based and wire, take day after day month after month, especially in the winter 
With snow and ice added o the wind, We may bave only a few times a year 
where we have storms that could damage our antenna systems, but think about our pee 
‘brother HAMS that live in climate extremes and what they have to pu up with 


‘That's why I take a keen interest in what other HAMS around the world are using for antennas and why they 
choose the antennas they do, Do they choose a design exclusively based on propagation and what they want to 
work or do they take their climatic conditions into account. In any event, I'm glad that our fellow HAMS put 
up the antennas they do in order for us tobe able to work them and add their country to our list of DX worked. 


As always Ieally want to thank the following forthe forecast reports for April and beyond the Northern 
Ohio Amateur Radio Society, Norther Ohio DX Association, Ohio/Penn Packet Cluster Network (especially 
‘Tedd Mirgliotta ~ KBSNW forthe following DX and IOTA information. Please remember that this report could 
contain “Piate/SLIM” operations or busted call signs, Please do yourself «favor and adhere tothe old adage of 
“Work Fitst Worry Later” (WFWL). 


‘SR, MADAGASCAR. Ginrgis, ZAKS, willbe active as SRAKS inser Miso DXi, hs tne fom Nosy le and (AF- 
(os between May Mata Tune 6th, Actiy will be boli’ stylon 40-10 ner sing CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via RIV, 


4615, MEXICO (Special Even). Members of the Asoeackn de Rado Expoient doves de Esta de Puebla A.C. (AREEPAC) will 
tative ay GSM boon G02 May To thgh O4S9z May 6h, Activity eo celebs the LSth annversay of the Cinco de 
Mayo Bate. QSL via XELAMF- Ou May Sth activity willbe ily fom “Guadalupe Fo” (Grid Loc EKODY) Soe pctares on 
QRZcom, A special avaed wil be available See details tp /dinlna usb oe 


9, ZAMBIA. Chis, ZS6RI ex-ZD9IR,SHOIR, ELAR, wil be active 921 fom Zambia or ear 90, However, opens 
wl be 4% week ow weok off” duo wo is Work shale 6 weks off he illrtrs home to South Aca) ACtviy wll be all 
HF buads using CW, SSB andthe Digital modes. QSL via LoTW or det to: Chas J de Boe, Box 13, Balen. GA 30820 
(G/SASE [USA] or SAE wietum postage for other counts), Bureau QSLs ate OK. but Very slow LoTW will be uposdo a last 
‘nce every 6 week otauon abd poly even woely. Bureau cats wil be seat annual 


905, DEM. REPUBLIC OF CONGO - Reminder: CX2CC is naw uetve a8 IQSOAR toa the Cy of Gon, nets Rounds 
‘rer ashore working fe th Uned Nau for oe year. He hopes to be ative 08 CW (sa), SSB ate Digital odes He 
‘using 475430 wansceiver ito a Log Peni or wie dipole. QSL ta his home callsign CX2CC: Chistian Call, Avenida 
Tala 3319, CP11600 Mootvido, Uruguay, South Ascic. QSL wil pot be answered util is feusn sn December 2011 Please, 
dust QSL send a SAE with? USDs ora IRC 


‘CRYCTY, MADEIRA ISLANDS. Opestrs DitblavDI2YE, DietesDI8DS, Ul DIP, De/DKQZ, HansDLIXW. 
Ka/DLSHAH and ReiaPAOR wil be eve as CRS from Saana, Matec land (AF-O14) duiag the CQWW WPX CW Contest 


(ay 28.20) a Mul ey QSL ia DIGQT. Operators wil probably be active as CTPMomecal bore and after the contest 
‘etwesn May 24-3eh Activity wll be tsinly CW with some SSB, Checkout the CRAL station's Web page a. Iglu cr de 


FRS, REUNION ISLAND — Reminder: Frederic, e<FSINL. il be atv as FRSNE frm Reunion Island (AF-016) ui July 2012 
Acuiuy wil eon AV17715/2/10 meters using mutly CW. QSL det to Frederic Bass, ? Chenin des Greauds, 9790 Sate 
hold, Revnion land oc by the Buea, 


GRIMR/2R, UNITED KINGDOM (Special call sign For Royal 
Wedding). At the request of the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB), 
‘Ofeom has issued special temporary prefixes for British amateurs to use 
With their callsign between April 29th and May 9th, to commemorate the 
marriage of HRH Prince William of Wales and Miss Catherine Middleton, 
Look for the amateurs in the United Kingdom (i they choose) to apply the 
following prefixes - GR, MR and 2R, during this royal event. 


HBO, LIECHTENSTEIN. Operators Ton/IZ3ESV, Cabril/2VGW and Anires/Z21SC wil be asi as HBOMhomecll boven 
‘ne 2th. The to planning a miro-lgh a bold syle operation wang CW, SSB and RTTY. The man focs wll be onthe 
30/1772 meer an tbe upper HF bands depending on he propagation, They wll also ty 6 meters. QSL via heir ome call sigs 


HG1S, HUNGARY (Special Event) Lok for special event station HGISIPA to be ative tough December Is Acuity isto 
‘Glebe the 1th aniyersty jubilee cal sgn of the International Police Associaton. The tation is expected to be on 160-10 tes 
‘hing CW, SSB, RITY,PSKSI and SST. QSOs yah ths stauon fe valid fee the HAAPARC Award. QSL vin HAS. 


IOTA News 
For those of you who want more information on IOTA (Islands On The Air), please read the following 


IOTA SOTH ANNIVERSARY MARATHON (Japary Ist, 2012. dough DECEMBER SIs 2013). Apress ease by Roger 
Balstr, (3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manage. sits: "The ear 2014 marks te Sh asses of the aun a e lands On The Ale 
GOTA) Programe by Brsh SWL Geoff Wats, BRS-3129. Ass buli-upo our celebraions on this cca, the RSGB LOTA 
Managor and Commute staounce an excting activity period in which all hcesed maou world-wide ate eto parbepe 
Fora two-year pod dang 2012 and 2013, 1OTA chasers ate encouraged to cantatas ma lleent IOTA groups spose, and 
TOTA activators wo play the pat by operating rom as many groups a possible, with special ermhass oa the Ls requnly 
scuvaed es, The pois system adopted eats ‘Actalos wih highor sors foe acuvaig the ater IOTA groups Cricates 
Sd sate willbe aalable ob Chaser and Activate’ to eflectatament of grat bad of performance tgstet with 
Stusctve prizes for op scorers. The challenge provides eel playing Fld fr eveyone, wheter hy ae compte aeons 0 
OTA or are bodes athe prestigious OTA 1GQ0 Islands Trophy, because everjune sss wil cea sae om Ist Jnuary 2012. We 
pe thar all ou ears will comider Way in which they ean support this evea. We would like to se work stating ow to schedule 
ty fru as many TOTA groups pene euphout the 2 mats ety age SO groups stall athe hope a 
Sxpecttion of being able to ruse this higher asthe Marathon pogreses.” The complete rule f the 1OTA Sikh Anniversary 
‘Marathon wll appear in he fotbcming RSGB TOTA Dison’ ta be elewed at Dayton, Tey ean also be sen on C3KMAS 
Website at gu. zShmaas pies com They will also be wpleudd wo the RSGB OTA Wab ste shorty when hey personel 
‘eta foen Visalia a pwn shins oe 


AP¢19. Members ofthe Valle Brombuna DX and Contest Tears (VBDXC) wil be active as 1G9E fom Lanpedusa land (UA 

‘AGo01) between May 18-21d. Operators mentioned ate Exzo1Z3GL.U, Fabi/IZ2GMFT. Amtea/Z2AIE, DicpolW3MZX and 

[ExoIK2AHB, They plan to ave vce sons ative suullaneously "en aon vais and and modes, Special tle wll be 
tothe 317/12 meter bands and the Digit modes. QSL via IK2AHB, bythe Burau e dc. 


-EUOSS (Romig Helge, LALQDA, wil one agua be active fom bis suaamee QTH on Sota Islnd betwen July 1-318 
Activity wil bon 0-6 mses using aly SSB and CW. QSL vss home cllspe, det o by the Busca 


FU-123, Members ofthe Camb-Hams wil be aevating the slo of Anan between May 1Sth They willbe operating as GS3PYEIP 
nd GS6PYEDP. Activity willbe onal ands 1602 meters, nd Tem via sates. Foe VHF, the adios 1075, Mote 
{nformtion ie avilable wip /Ads comb hans cond pdonsaan dened 


KH9, WAKE ISLAND ~ (Reminder) WA2YUN, will once apa be active s KHOAWA2YUN from Wake Ind (OC-083, USL OL 
(128, WLOTA L#-2293 for about one year wl on Work signet, Activity wl eine to his pate tie, QSL via K2PF 


(0C-289 (Reminder) Joni, YBOWZI, will be active as YBOWZ3/p fom Doom Island daring the RSGB 1OTA Contest aly 30-3151) 
264 Single-Op cay. QSL only dvet to YBOWZI 


MJ & MU, JERSEY AND GUERNSEY (Chanel Iu DXpedion) Operators SibiaEALAP (YL) and AlbestoEAISA planned 
{0 activate esey(EU-013) betwen Jue 127th, and Guernsey (EU-114 between June 17-2 Ths cll signs tobe used are 
MIEATAP, MUEAISA, MLIEALAP ind MU/EAISA. Look for activity tobe on 8-6 ster using CW, SSB and RTTY. They plan 
to partcpute in the LARU SO MHz Contes foun Guernsey. QSL vi thir te call ign. For mone deals updates and log serch, 
Wisitihe DNpediton Web puge at Minv/www dade pedcunel landindoe he 


_PPOT, TRINDADE ISLAND (pdt). Mambrs of the Catt DX Group hive anounced ha they wil ste Trindade Island 
(SA0i0) as PAM the sooth, The group ear athe week announced hat ty were gong to eve fr Tindade oa Apel Ith. 
However afew days ae their plate were change, The Braian Navy rescheduled ther tito Trindade on the Apel Sth, They 
expect ative onthe lan Apel 2, Curent, Jun, PY2ZA isthe ly operatr led cnt new Tindale Web peat 


‘ntpendade201 1 com David, EBTDX. sls the QSL. Manager and Webasto. Schastan, EATHEG, is als listed a 
Webmaster 


PIRATE ALERT. Philip, ZL2TZE informs OPDX tata station sigbing ZKSA has boon oping a i epoely a PIRATE. 
‘Sue stats tht his ame sll abd clams oe on Ala sand (Toke) asing 7 and OP. He was beard on aD meters. Tas 
cal siga aot sted with RSM, Any reports ous lation ae appreciated and shouldbe eat to Joba, ZL GWE, a savas. 


‘SVS, DODECANESE. Fred, PALF, willbe active as SVS/PALFl/p fom Pigaia vile on the Island of Karpathos (OTA EU, 
GGIOTA DKS-O16. MIA MGD-013, WLOTA 1370) beeen May &-14h. Activity wl be oa 46 meters, sig is FT-817 i 
Budnick and Sos diple- QSL vais home cll sgn the Bureau is pected 


\VK9C, COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS. Wally, VKSYS, monor ofthe South Pcie Comet Clu, wil be actives VROCL Kame 
(Cocos (Keeling) sand (OC-03) fr one week ane He plats io coaceaate on the Dial ues. QSL. via VKGYS. 


[XV2XV4, VIETNAM. Mal. VKGLC, will once again be returning to Vista betwen Apel 10-25th, Ts wl be adit 
‘alate ae af accra Vista, ut ep ob ative Com two diferent cans ung two call sip: XV2LC Ap 10-15 
Hora Ho Chi Min Cay, XVALC Apel 20-280 tom Mekong Delt. Act willbe ob 2 mers using CW and SSB. QSL via 
KLE only isc does NOT une the QSL Bursa, 


Please have u great May and we will see you at Antenna Day’and also will se those who are going Wo 


Hamvention 2011 


Chuck, W8PT 
‘aka ‘Chale the Tuner? 


PCARS Yahoo Site 


Re 
‘Members are reminded that PCARS has a Yahoo Group dedicated to PCARS. aS 
information, 1+ great sitet signup for and get on the main it ARs 
ROUROP 


(Check out the PCARS Yahoo Group at p/groups yahoo comy/eroup/PCARS/. 
= a 
Happy Birthday PCARS Members 


PCARS members having a birthday in May: 


KENYM Wesley Ferrell] [WBSFEW Bobby Pructt_] 
IKCazzG ‘AlGodirey 


PCARS VE Test Sessions 


PCARS VE sessions are scheduled forthe first Saturday of every even numbered 
month, 


June 4 ~ August 6 ~ October 1 ~ December 3 


‘VE sessions for Technician, General & Amateur Extra start at 10:00 am atthe Center of Hope: 1034 West 
Main St in Ravenna. Walk-ins ae always welcome. Please bring your original FCC license. a copy of your 
FCC license, your FRN number if you are already licensed or registered with the FCC (or your SSN num 
you're not registered), your original CSCE (if you have one), a copy of your CSCE (if you have one), a photo 
ID, and $15.00 in eash or a check for $15.00 made out o "ARRL-VEC". We look forward to seeing you 
there!!! 


Jim, KC8PD 
PCARS VE Team Liakon 


The K8CAV Sound Card Interface Kit 


Please give a salute to Rick. KSCAY, for another outstanding Sound Card 
Interface Kit. This time it was a USB version, and i's a very nie piece of gear, 
and everyone who has one will be proud to say “I built it myselI™. Many’ of you 
hhave the earlier version of the kit, but this kit has builtin USB interface so tat 
it's a direct plug in wo most modern computes. Rick put alot of time and effort 
not only into the design ofthe unit, but int the “kitting” of the unit to make it an 
easy project to complete 


| was worried that might be the only builder atthe club site on April 23", 1 
thad heard a lot of comments about completed kts and how easy they went gether warner ice 
‘and worked right olf the bench, Thad even heard te ace SMALL 
that it was similar to using a glue gun to make 
some larsie-furtsy’ decorator type aceessory! Mun, that was really going to 
put the pressure on me if was the only one building ~ especially if Thad a 
problem getting itt work, I was relieved when several other kit builders 
showed up. 


1 took every bit of the 2-3 hours allocated to the build to do a complete kt. 


‘The instructions were easy to follow and well thought ou, although there wer 


two different versions ofthe kit, and after accounting for individualization of 
construction technique, no two looked exactly alike (with the covers off anyhow) 
‘but they all functioned as advertised. Everyone who worked on ther kit left 
With either a working unit or one which was only going to require minimal 
adjustments. Rick had everything available to put the kit on the air and verity 


that it was functioning as it should, or ifnot, resolve the problem so that it could 


be corrected. 


If you've listened to the local ARES or RACES nets recently, you know that 
digital messaging is being incorporated into both progratns. While not meant to 
replace any existing mode or method of Emergency Communications, the sound card digital modes add lot of 
Hlexiility and capability into passing the trafic that might be pertinent the agencies we serve. It also 


expands on the ways thatthe traffic can be originated, and dispersed once it leaves the Amateur Service station, 
‘This can provide a significant increase in the accuracy of the message passed, particularly when medieal or 
‘other technical information is being sent, 


So, Thank You, Rick, Ihave a working unit, Now all I need to do is come up with the patch cord to hook it 
up to my handi-talke.... should be a piece of cake! 

na 

Tom, WBSLCD 


a 
Bring a Friend to Field Day 
1 2010 some 140 members and guests vis 


largest tmout at any Field Day event in the Ohio Section. Mor 
cenlries PCARS ranked at number five for attendance. 


ted the PCARS Field Day operation, This was fur and away the 
importantly, out of the 2617 total Field Day 


‘This was an exceptional accomplishment. The top spot was taken by the North Fulton Amateur Radio 
League which was the Dayton Hamvention Amateur Radio Club of the Yeur. The NFARL is a 250+ member 
‘lub that serves the heavily populated greater Atlanta area, particularly north Fulton County 


says a lotabout PCARS that we have nearly 200 members but are based ina county whose population is 
less than 160,000. It would say a whole lot more about PCARS if we could top the turnout at our Field Day site! 


So the PCARS Field Day theme for 2011 is “Bring a Friend to Field Day”. Remeraber tha two ofthe 
‘primary goals of Field Day ae to provide a public demonstration of amateur radio activities and to encourage 
interes inthe hobby. What beter way to aceomplish tha than foreach of us to recruit friends, neighbors, eo- 
workers, you name i, to visit our FD operation? 


um asking every PCARS member who attends Field Day this year to bring atleast one guest the event 
Lets share the fun oF the ham radio bobby with as many folks as posible! 


Jim, KC8PD 


EmComm 


Mixed mode nets are those that operate using both voice and digital (data) modes. Typically the net opens 
using Voice und then switches to a digital mode for traffic or detailed messages. Mixed mode nets have long 
‘been a staple of the Military Auxiliary Radio System since MARS was one ofthe early adopters of digital 
modes for traffic 


Assuming band conditions are adequate (not typically an issue for local VHF nets), voice operations are best 
sement, Exchanges can be bref and tothe point, allowing for quick exchanges back and forth 
between stations. When accuricy and speed are eriical for message trafic, stations ean quickly siteh to digital 
to move the trafic and then return t voice ops. 


When traffic is bei 
‘own standard messa 
‘operators. 


ng sent, consideration has to be given tothe Format to be used. MARS, of course, has its 
\s depending on what is being sent, but they are only of concern for MARS. 


Torn 


‘What about the amateur radio community? 


Historically, ams have used the Radiogram, an ARRL template, for traffic inthe National Traffic System 
(NTS). 1 contains a header with routing and tracking information, addressee information, and a message body 
that is limited to only twenty-five words, That may make sense in order to move it more quickly and with 
reduced risk of eror, more so in a CW net, but the limited amount of information may not meet the needs ofthe 
served agency or party 

“The Radiogram was modeled on the telegram format, Not only has the telegram disappeared but most served 
agencies wonder why a document that mimsies itis still in use. 


For hams participating in operations that use the Incident Command System, the standard message format is 
the ICS-213. ts header includes the To, From, Subject, Date and Time fields, and although the body ofthe 
message is not specifically limited to any numberof words, ty is recognized as about the maximum that 
should be used, again for speed und accuracy 


Of course the ICS-213 was not designed for use as traffic in radio nets. It was a message that was to be 
Written and hand delivered, providing a true paper tal of exactly what was sent. Many ham radio groups have 
linkered with the form to meet local needs and allow some tracking when they use i. 


‘What is important is that you are familiar with both formats and understand when and how to use them 
Practice at sending and receiving them is invaluable, especially in voice nets. 


Having sui all that, what may be more important to remember is that in today’s emcomm environment 
hat” is being sent (ie. the content of the document) is more important than the format. Our ability to assist 
served agencies should not be limited by excuses such as “but that isthe form that ham radio operators use.” I 
We are going tobe useful to them we need to move information in both the form and quantity that will meet 
their needs 


Digital modes give us this Mlexbility so documents can be sent as text oF images. Traffie can also be 
‘converted into e-mail and moved via Winlink. But we ean only do this if we outlit ourselves with the equipment 
and technology necessary and then implement and practice their use. Not only do we improve the versatility of 
hham radio, bul we make ourselves more valuable o those we hope to serve 

B. 


Jim, KC8PD/AAMSEOH 

‘adlo Otcer, Portage County EMA/RACES 
EC, ARES" af Portage County 

vergeney Operations Otficer, Ohio Army MARS 


April Showers Bring May Flowers - May Brings HAMVENTION® 


i ad gd 
Hanivention 


Okay - Here I go again on my yearly article about going to the Dayton Hamvention". Yes, gas prices are up, 
xyes, it takes more than a few hours to get there, yes I know you're busy... BUT... Just think oft, hams from 
Around the world can only dream about going to Dayton, and for us, it's practically in our back yard 


yen if you only go for one day -GO!!!! Even if you dont spend any money - GO!!! Visita the dealers, 
see what's new and what's coming out soon. Check out the great ARRL display area and meet some ofthe 
ARRL HQ personnel. There are plenty of free forums. Justo be there and walk around seeing all the ham gear 
‘and hams from around the world is worth the trip. 


Who knows, you just may burp into foreign ham that you made a DX contact with, The outdoor Nea 
market is really something to see - jammed packed with jus about everything you can imagine, This is one heck 
‘of a flea market. Chances are you will never see a larger one! Many bargains to be had, and don't hesitate to 
hhagele the price a bit lower, 


‘Take a camera and take pictures of everything and everybody! 


So, cheek it out - Friday the 20°, Saturday the 21 or Sunday the 224! in May - the ONLY place tobe is at 
the Dayton Hanvention 


Tom, KBSUUZ 


Counting Down to Dayton -- Where Global Friendship Takes Center Stage 


‘The ARRL is making all the final plans and preparations to bring its “show and tell” exposition known as 

ARRL EXPO ~ to the Dayton Hamvention® next month. Hamvention, sponsored 
bby Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) since 1952, will be held May 20- 
22 atthe Hara Atena Conference and Exhibition Center in Trotwood, Ohio. 


“ARRL EXPO has been the centerpiece ofthe ARRL'S participation at 
Hamvention since 2005,” said ARRL Marketing Manager Bob Inderbitzen, NQIR, 
Inderbitzen is also the ARRL EXPO coordinator. “This large exhibit area, located 
inthe Ballarena Hall, wll be filled with ARRL program representatives, exhibits 
and activities. Our goal i to provide opportunities that inspire a high evel of peer 
to-peer interaction among ARRL members and prospective members ~ so that 
following Hamvention atendees will return home with new ideas to get involved and get on the ae!” 


Inderbitzen said thatthe League has an extraordinary team of participants lined up ths yeat's ARRL EXPO. 
Visitors tothe ARRL EXPO will find representatives from several IARU Member-Societes, including the 
Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (Germany), the Japan Amateur Radio League, the Qatar Amateur Radio 
Society, the Radio Association of China and Chinese Radio Amateur Club as well as the Radio Society of 
‘Great Britain, “The impetus for hosting the intemational exhibits was the 2011 Hamvention theme of Global 
izen explained. “Representatives from the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) will 
also be on hand greet visitors, The LARU works with its Member-Socities throughout the world - important 
Work that further underscores international goodwill asa fundamental principle of the Amateur Radio Service.” 


A new feature to ARRL EXPO this year ~ a large QSL Card Wall - willbe located near the international 
exhibits. “We're encouraging all attendees to bring a QSL card to affix tothe wal,” Inderbitzen said. “If you 
don’t have QSL cards, please bring a posteard from your hometown. Together, we'll have fun eye-balling QSL 
from around the country - and around the world! 


“The popular kit-building booth returns to ARRL EXPO this year. The booth will be supported by a team of 
instructors and ARRL Lab personne! who will mentor participants through the activity. Those who sign up to 
participate in the kit building event can choose to build one of the two affordable kits: the Ten-Tee 1084 4-band 
regenerative shortwave receiver - considered a classi “fits receiver" projeet ~ oF a Morse code oscillator 
produced exclusively for ARRL by MFI Enterprises. “The oscillator isa great kt for newcomers, clubs, 
instructors and teachers seeking a classroom kit-building experience,” Inderbitzen said. “The kt-building fun is 
sure to beckon do-t-yourselfers of al skill levels.” 


Drop by the Emergeney Communications exhibit area to earn about opportunities to volunteer and explore 
resources and training. Meet with program representatives forthe Amateur Radio Emergeney Service (ARES®) 
and the National Traffic System (NTS) and network with other public service volunteers. 


Atthe ARRL Radiosport exhibit, you can immerse yourself inthe world of on-air competitions and award- 
‘hunting. Representatives will share information about ARRL award programs including DXCC, ARRL- 
sponsored contests and Logbook of The World (LoTW). Personnel from the ARRL DXCC Desk will also be on 
hhand to check applications for all ARRL. Award Programs. All cards willbe eligible for checking, including old 
‘ears, eards for deleted counties and cards for 160 meters. Applications will be limited to 120 eards (more 
‘cards will be checked as time and volunteer Card Checkers are available). 


Other ARRL program representatives and volunteers wil aff exhibits for the ARRL Development Office 
and the ARRL Foundation, the ARRL Legislative Action and Regulatory Information, TravelPlis for 
Repeaters™ software demonstration, the ARRL VEC. ARRL Education Services and the ARRL Media and 
Publie Relations Orfce, as well as Amateur Radio and Scouting. And don’t forget to visit the huge ARRL store 
to browse and purchase popular ARRL publications, join or renew your ARRL membership (and get a free gift) 
and pick up official ARRL merchandise ~ including 2011 ARRL. Field Day shirts and other gear. This is also 
the place to get your fre, commemorative ARRL Dayton 2011 button, 


Licensed or not, all young people are welcome to come by and join the fun at the ARRL. Youth Lounge and 
meet and socialize with other young hams. Come to chat with other hams, grab a snack or participate in one of 
the many activities, such as fox-hunts, scavenger hunts, Morse code fun, 4 QSL card designing contest raft 
prizes and more. The fun continues into Saturday evening with the ARRL Youth Dinner gathering ata local 
restaurant, Click here to find the youth calling frequencies. Stop by tbe ARRL Youth Lounge forall the detail. 


“Members may also visit exhibits sponsored by ARRL benefit partners. These include US Bank where you 
‘ean apply forthe ARRL. Visa® Card, and Hays Affinity Group to get more information about the new ARRL- 
sponsored insurance programs. 


As part of the Hamvention’s fil slate of forums, the ARRL will sponsor presentations covering a variety of 
topics, including talks by ARRL Lab Manager and EMURFI expert Ed Hare, WIRFI. a Public Relations Forum 
highlighting resources for radio clubs and public information officers, an update on ARRL’s efforts to promote 
Amateur Radio on Capitol Hill and ARRL Field Day advice and tips. as well as suggestions or radio amateurs 
Who are interested in developing meaningful parinerships with schools and educators, 


A special presentation by NASA Astronaut Douglas HL Wheelock, KFSBOC, is planned for Saturday. 
Wheelock, « Colonel in the US Army, will narrate a video presentation from his recent tour of duty aboard the 
International Space Station (ISS). While living and working in space, he operated the station's Amateur Radio 
‘equipment, making radio contact with sehools and the general ham radio community. Attendees wll also have 
an opportunity to meet and greet Wheelock in the ARRL and AMSAT exhibit areas on Friday and Saturday 
‘times and locations will be posted). Wheelock’s participation is jointly sponsored by ARRL and AMSAT. 


[Besides the full ARRL program, Hamvention attendees will enjoy the sprawling exhibit areas tht cover the 
Hara Complex. including hundreds of manufacturer exhibit, radio club booths and flea market spaces, Dayton 
draws dozens of ailiated events - some beginning even before Hamvention's three days ~ including interest 
sroups with operating specialties such as contesting, low-power operating and amateur satellites. Vist 

‘www arr ong/201 I-dayton-hamvention for Finks to official Hamvention program details, a guide to ARRL. 
‘elivilies and for more information including lodging options and travel information, 


From the ARRL 
Ee | 
Tell Your Ham Radio Stories on HamRadioStoryProject.Com 


Fora long time, ve had the idea to set up a website to capture ham radio stories. Well, I've finally dane it 
‘The Ham Radio Story Project (hti-/www-hannradiostoryprojectcom) is now online! 


This website was inspired by the Story Corps (htp//sorycorps.ore/), which was itself inspired by NPR's 
National Story Project (htp-/www-npe orp/programs/wate/features/1999/99 1002 storyproject.huml). The tagline 
for the ste is "capturing the human spirit of amateur radio,” and miy motivation for setting up the sits to 
‘eaplure personal stories of how amateur radio has touched lives, either the lives of amateur radio operaors 
themselves, or of the people that we serve 


The site has only been onfine a month, and I already have several good stories. [reposted my story about 
checking the QSLs ofa county hunter, and there are also stories about an international friendship that survived 
WW Il and a story about how an Elmer touched the life of his student. These are exactly the type of stories 1 
want 0 collect 


I you have a great story about ham radio, I want to hear about it and 1o publish it on Ham Radio Story 
Project dot Com. Ifyou want to tell the story yourself, let me know, and I'll set up an account for you on the 
site, you would like some help, let me know, and I'll eontact you and ether write the story myself, or find 
someone ese 1 help you. 


1 don’t want to lose another great story because th 
the place ttl it 


{nL a place to tell it, HamRadioStoryProject Com is 


Dan, KB6NU 


Field Day 2011 - Need Ops & Loggers 


We're looking for volunteers to help man the stations for the PCARS 2011 Field Day. We will be working 
shifts from the start tothe end of Field Day. Are you looking to have BIG FUN? Well, ou will if you sign up 
NOW. Contact one oF more ofthe station captains and get your name on the lists, Field Day is allvays lots of 
fun for all PCARS members and this year will be even beter! 


Here ate the station eapains to contac: 


20 Meter Station - contact WBSLCD @portears.orz 
40 Meter Station - contact NSEQU@portears.org, 
Flex Station - contact K8MSF@portcars.org, 

CW Operators - contact WB2DFC@portcars.org, 
‘VHF Station - contact KCSRIR@ portcars.orz 
GOTA Station - contact KB30QV @poricars.o1 


PCARS Thursday Net Control 
5 2 KCEPD. 

7. | KBBUUZ 

1% TEL RDSFOK, 

[AMATEUR RADON 25 23_| WBBLOD, 
30-[_NAXTH 


* WBSLCD will be running the net via Echo Link live, fram the Dayton om May 19° 


"The PCARS nt is Fun -tell your friends to check in via RF or Echolink! Ifyou have not been a Net Control 
Operator for PCARS and would like to give it a shot, please contact me at: WBSLCD@ portcars.org. Everyone 
who isa elub member is welcome to have a turn! 


Tom, WB8LCD 
PEARS Net Control Coordinator 
= = 
PCARS Patches & Stickers 
CARS logo patches & stickers are now available!! Put the patch on Your PCARS 


hal, your shirt, your jacket und show off ; 
that PCARS logo!! The patch is eee 
approximately 3". The embroidery on the 
White patch isin Red, Black and Blue. 
‘Cost for a patch is $2.00 euch and can be 
obiained at any PCARS meeting. There 
are 2 types of stickers available -a 4” x 6 
oval and a 3° x 10" bumpersticker. 
Stickers are $1 each. Show your pride in 
PCARS - Wear a patch, use the stickers! Ifyou would like to order by mail 
‘contact the club Treasurer: Bill, WB9LBI at: WB9LBI@portears ong 


ee 
Great Lakes Emergency Communications Conference 


The next committee/staff meeting forthe Great Lakes Emergeney Communications Conference is scheduled 
for 7:00 PM on Monday, May 16 at Gilmour Academy Lower School, 


All are invited to attend. Talk in will be on 146.790(-) PL 88.5. Send an email to info@glece.org for more 
information 


a 


Matt, WSDEC 
Distt Emergency Courdinator 


ARES" Tenth Dict" ARAL OM Scion 
a 
Hamfest Calendar 


esnoat.a2an1-Dayton Hamvention Locsin tas Ans 10Shbh Spine i - Pays, OH S840 - Web 
‘spn caus Sper Dayton Anata Rao Aoi ev ame 


Wotnte phere rebate ae. Spomor reeasiotss ANC Contact Rabet Beans LWP. 1010 Willow Drie abr PA 


(SE 


Swap-N-Shop 


FOR SALE: ALS-600, 600 wat sold state no tune amplifier. Wi 10 meee it and lear power supp) - $800 
FORSALE: QSK 5, PIN diode QSK switch, Hands 2800 wat PEP sal 200 watts CW = $200 jo 
FOR SALE: MFJ 9948, 0 watt auto tuner Peet natch forthe ALS-400 - $200 rs, 
‘Contact: Bob - KOSCGHe prea 

FORSALE: Samlex 23 Amp Switching Power Supply 80.00 sun 
FORSALE.- Books: 

ARAL Operating Manual - 8 edi - $10.00 oa 

Now Youre Tthing "2d ein $8.0, 

Now You're Talking Sth ein - $7.00 

RRL General Clas Lense Manual Stren ~ $5.0 xy 

Rao Stack Listening Shore - 2.00, 
FORSALE: Audio CD - ARR. "Your lntroducton ty Morse Cade" - his to i cl set With pouch ad sruction 
ob ~$10.00 pn ‘Contact: Mark - maskABSSX 2 ons 


FOR SALE: MFJ-LUB Vole Keyer $130.00 o best afer 
FORSALE: Alinco DJt7S-2 nter HT with pe atlry “104100 ron 
FOR SALE: loom IC-718 HF Tranacelver with DSP and [NRAD #322 Th Hz SSB ker (sme a com L222, ong ie 
wer cond, anual and packaging. Has the MARS mien installed. Also included fa pad caying case fa Universal 
Radio, Radios in excellent condtan and ha always bees i oon aoking environment. $300.0, wn 

‘Contact Rex -NXAGG orcas. 


FOR SALE: The MFI.976 Tuner. 1500 Wat ul egal lt uly balanced antenna tines, Very wide matching ranges (12-2000 
‘duns) and connuous L8-30 ME coverage nluding all WAR bunds! I hale ll 1800 Wats SSB a CW. $479 ne, il 
sel for $380.00, Used only afew ues. Do nt toed with element Sepp, 

"Contact: Chuck - WAPT @gatcaong 


FORSALE: Cusheraft 10-3 ten meter 3 element beam Ve dry fii ait sens thatthe only loc missing i 6x6" arin 
st ple 299 pew, ike o got $100 plus shiping (boul be around $16.0 0). 
(Contact Rand ~ N6TLGponcas.on. 


FOR SALE: 7" Screen GPS/Moaltor - rea forall you APRS peuple, of for dose that have a ow IC-7000 mobile (ou ean we 

‘he GPS wo also display the C-7000 sce oush a Video pot) A lage sree aking GPS. Brand ne. with ever) acuding 

‘window action mou $150 on 

PORSALE: MFJ-S124K - Auto tuner cable for Kenwood - Original box & mua $2000, 
(Conte Tons -KBSUUZGoteareoe 


FOR SALE: GAP Titan DX Vertical 80m tvoush 10m Good condition With anal $180.00. 

FORSALE: Hamstck Antennas Two, 7 ants Hansck wile utenna, S20. exh en, 

FORSALE: Hamstck Antennas «Two, str Hastick syle senna. S20. exh 
Contact Rick: KACAV operas or 


FORSALE: Used Leviton 430C12W 125/250 Volt 30 Ampere walerght pa and eee conactor in exellent condition $90.0 

S88 Feet of NEW I-14" RFS Hela, $1000.00 jay, 

FORSALE: Ceramle Insulators sot fi (6) ong by dameter insults with hols for ataching Wie or pean each 

ed, rte 1500 Watts $10.0 pores 

FOR SALE: Ceramie Insulators sot of toe (3) clades one (1) 4 logs by 4" diameter cer isulnr and ssa ead 

laos ated 0200 Watt $80 pe etc, 

FORSALE: Andrew 22" Superflx FSIS pmpers with N-nale & DIN-uleconsctns Alu include a extra Nae for 

Saulding s custom length N-male io N-male constr ~ $20.00 eh, ya 

FORSALE: Andrew 22° Superflex F51¢-S08 jumpers with Noma & DIN-male conpectors, ~$15.00 ea. jn 

FORSALE: Ntemae to N-feale New adits $5.00 cach 

FORSALE: Neale to Nmale New adapts $5.00 ea 
‘Contact James - KDSV Tras. or cll 330-206-1909 


dines Note: sr foe 3 oaths then se dropped ns the lising INLESS you send tin again. Each a wll ave a 


‘pean date talons le wr when iy wl be enyed The wl lp asp he lang cet 
ms 

May Contest Calendar 

TOD, Spring Gonest, CW -[OOOIZ, Mey 71022092, May 8 

Tificall Area GSO Party T3002, May 7 ¥0 OTOOZ, May 

Tnaiana GSO Party TOOZ, May 7 to 4002, May 8 

Tew England GSO Party 20002, May 7 24002, May 8 

QW WPX Contest, CW ‘0002, May 28 Yo 24007, May 29 


Yee shee re more than what at ste here, Check he internet fo coats activity frm around the word 


PCARS Meetings = 


ho 
Te Povage Coy Ani Rai Serie PCARSnecings ae ie = ral 
fone 


second Monday of each month. Meetings are at the 
On Tap Grille, - 4396 Kent Rd. (SURI. 59), -in Stow. 


‘The On Tap Grille is on the south side of Route 59, ahout a mile west of the ray 
Kent ety limits. 
PCARS meeting - 7:00 pm Second Monday of Every Month 


Local Ohio Counties - S.A.M.E, County Codes 


With the Sprin 
right?) has the proper S.A.MLE, codes entered so you will get the warning 


time comes the possibilty of foul weather. Make sure your weather radio (you do have one, 
when they are issued, 


Local Oo County Coverage (isting date: 20 Api 2011) 
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All Hazards 


Weather Radio 


Some Words from Weaver 


+44 Volunteers Needed for Hamvention Booth +++ 

“The Great Lakes Division has been requested to manage a Le 
Hamvention(tm) again this year. A few assignments remain open. If you are interested in 
‘helping at this booth, please get in touch with me at k8je@arLorg for further information 
Please let me know the day(s) and time you are available Assignments will be for three hours, 
‘each throughout the two and one-half day event 


“The objective ofthe booth is expected to be to obtain letters in opposition to the 440 MH 
clause in HR 607. 


‘Volunteers who assist atthe booth will receive an ARRL. polo shirt. 


[Because ofthis, itis important for me to know who has volunteered by April 3. I will also 
need to know your shiet size 


444 Your Help Urgently Needed +44 
To the many of You who have already writen leters to your US Representative on HR 607, thank you. To 
you who have not gotten "a round tit" and have not yet written, please do. The fate ofthe amateur secondary 
Allocation 440 MHz band is ut stake. This is abate I truly belieye we can win. We are not the only group that 
Would suffer from having HR 607 pass in its present form. Combined withthe other groups, I feel confidant we 
‘can prevail in having the offending past ofthe Bill removed, For example, the National Publi Safety 
‘Telecommunications Couneil (NPSTC) has tated its support of the ARRL position 
(Qutps/www arr ors/news/npste-says-br-607-needs-1o-be-amended). Ifyou Wish additional information go to 
hp: arr org/news/arl-members-respond-\o-hr-607. 


“To let your US Representative know you oppose the present bill, 
and follow the simple instructions 


go 1o lps ww kde neVhamleter him 


All that is needed isto insert your call sign where indicated und to click twice more to generate a letter 
addressed to your US Representative. The letter will be ready to print and for you to sign. 


- Be sure to sign your leter. Letters without a handwritten signature are not effective. 
~ Send signed leters to John Chwat our legislative spokesman in Washington, His addresses ae: 


US postal mail: John Chwat, Chwat & Co, Suite 103, 625 Slaters Lane, Alexandria, VA 22314 
E-mail: joln.chwat@ chwatco.com, Sean and send signed letter as an attachment, 
Fax: Number (703) 684-7594, 


Do no send this letter of any leer about HR 607 to your US Senators at this time, The bills only in the US 
House of Representatives. 


Why send your signed letter to John Chwat? First, all postal mail to members of the US House (and other 
‘government hodies) is delayed 6 ta 8 ieeks in being searched for hazardous materials. Second, Me. Chwat will 
increase the value of your individual leter by combining it with others and delivering a stack of leters directly 
to your Representative’ office. This manner of delivery makes a particular impact on Congressmen, 


If you feel it necessary to mail your leter directly o your Representative, doit However, please also send 
signed copy of it to Mr, Chwat fr the reasons outlined above, 


Thanks for your help and support inthis important effort, Please let me know if you have any questions or 


“444 Great Lakes Division Convention September 11 +++ 

‘As previously ported, the 2011 Great Lakes Division Convention will be held concurrent withthe Findlay 
Hamfest in Findlay, OH on Sunday, September 11, 2011. The Convention will he on the Harnfest grounds as & 
coordinated activity with the Hamfest, Allan Pitts, WIAGP, ARRL Media & Public Relations Manager will be 
the principal speaker. Allan is very knowledgeable in emergency communications and. of course. in media 
relations, Allan's keynote presentation will include "How Amateur Radio has Changed since 9/11". This 
‘Seplember is the 10th anniversary ofthe terrorist attack on the Trade Center and the Pentagon, 


A series of interesting seminar topics and speakers is being developed for this event. These will include 
National Traffic System (organized by the Ohio Single Side Band Net), EmComm (organized by Michigan SM 
WASEFK who also chairs the ARRL's Emergency Communications Advisory Committee), DX (organized by 
the South East Michigan DX Association), ATV-Digital TV (Art Tosely. WASRMC), 


In addition to the seminars and speakers, Great Lakes Division Awards willbe presented. See below forthe 
call for nominations for these awards, 


“The final event of the Convention will be a buffet brunchquet at a nearby restaurant for those who are uble Wo 
remain. The brunchguet will begin at 2 PM, Convention sessions will he from 9 AM-1 PM. 


“444 This Month's Final +++ 

Wis said that Amateur Radio operators ure often similar to members of a 
large family. For me, this is tue. We sometimes tolerate each other and we 
sometimes bicker with each other, essentially as happens in a large Family 
Mostly, though, we enjoy and love each other ~ again, just as happens in a 
large family 


One piece of evidence that we mostly love each other isthe outpouring of 
‘good wishes and prayers sent to mie the last few weeks regueding my wife. For 
these an for the friends in this Division who sent them Iam eternally grateful 


As most of you probably do not know, my wile, Janice, died on March 7 — 


‘She had heen fighting health issues for several yeurs. Ihave not made her passing known widely until now 


Even so, the word of her death spread and I received cards, telephone calls and messages from many 
members. Please know that these expressions of friendship and love have helped me work through the difficult 
days since her death, 

‘Thank you very much, 


Jim Weaver, K8JE 
Director “ARR Great Lakes Divison 


Upcoming E 


Ham License Plates Wanted 


Dig out an old amateur radio callsign license plate (with your present 
callsign, clean it up and bring iin tobe permanently affixed othe wall 
in the club station 


vailen niz 
is, i, tin, 852. 
ck ie, [WT] 
a 


‘We have 38 plates now, but we ean use more! Don't have ham radio 
call plates on your vehicle? Well for those of you in Ohio, you can get 
the plates sent to you by going to any License Bureau office and filing 
‘out the special plate registration Form, 


Ikcosts about $20 the first ime forthe bureau fe, maling fe, and 
Amateur Radio pte fee. When renewal time comer uround fr your Amateur Radio, you can get NEW plates issued 
(same callsign} 


‘Then youll have anol plateto bring into get hung up asa permanent part of PCARS history! The offical form 
for obiaining your Ohio Amateur Radio license plates son the PCARS Yahoo Group st 


Shack Shot - KD8LEB 


dry out, And yes... get the yard stuff ready, You will be cutting grass very i 
so ie 


‘Now that plow season is exiting for Mi, and Ihave been abl o apply my 
scion towards someting that have been sorting oat fr ove Yur oo 

‘My HE Rig adn in my shack ian 
Teom IC-737A whieh | purchased fom 
2 freed I work wth whose father, Stan sa SK. Along withthe Icom. 
Came an Astron RS-35M power supply. OK is an olde ig but 
serves my pares aise. Plan thing i als alealy have an 
‘Astron BS-35A which [sew power my Yaesu FT-7800 dual band 
mcm, Ranger RCL-S0S4 1006 and my ME¥-906-6m tne. 
Together, hese power suplies weigh enough oa an aon to he 
sinloe Having the extn por soppy makes ince x0 1 want ta 
Asn ampli oy ea ig Tn ct do 


g the Icom did not mike the entrance without incident, however, Working out the 
spending issues with the financial department, here at home was apiece of eake. What was going to be the 
problem was the fact that [needed space on the desk. already took up space on my wife's nice computer desk 
Before I added the Icom, [already took up about half oft, Having a21" wide LCD computer monitor was not 
adding tothe fun, so iT was going to keep all my rigs all inthe same area in atypical ham shack fashion, 1 
Would need to use the "R" word. REARRANGE! 


1 figured I needed to build a shelf. The shelf would hold my tuner, 6m Rig, 2m\70cm Rig, und PRO-2096 
scanner. That way, leould put the Icom below the shelf and let it sit directly om the desktop. So, Iran this idea 
passed my wife. and she says to me, "Where would the monitor go?” I suid that I would just sit iton the very 
top of the desk, She said tha it would be very difficult vo look upwards al an angle to view the monitor. Valid 
point there, ergonomically is unsound, hard on the neck. 


So, I measured the width, and height of how big the shelf should be, since it would need to clear the Cable 
Modem and Router. I appropriated some wood, and cut everything to size, Drilled pilot holes in the top ofthe 
shelf where the side supports would go and countersunk them. Ran the screws into the shelf, then dry it the 
shelf into the desk. Voila! Perfect fit. like a glove. Next, filed the holes in with filler then stained the shelf It 
‘came out abit darker than the desk, but still came out better than I thought, since Lam no carpenter. [took may 
lime, and it came out nice. Next step, placing all the rigs in their respected places. and running all the power 
Wires and cables. Luckily, everything worked out like I planned and I had enough wire lengths without having 
to cut add, or spice of even replace. Basically, I made iby the skin of my teth, Oh, my wile DID NOT want 
re to make any holes in the desk. Ob, what you can do with a hole saw in places you ean not see!!! 


fer getting the shack where I wanted it, pat up a 10m ground plane antenna on the eave of my shed so 1 

can at east getup and running on 10m, The next item 
fn the threat board for me, will be an antenna that 
will beable to use on all the other bands. A vertical 
will be chosen since putting up a wire will not work 
for me, since I reside in "Real Estate challenged! 
szea, The Hustler 6-BTV looks very appealing to me 
(Thanks Tom, WBSLCD for the information). I did 
consider setting up my station inside my sed, but it 
gets way to hot in the Summer, and too cold in the 
Winter. Besides, we use the shed for storage since We 
have limited junk space, here inside. Now that T have 
totally consumed this desk, [am totally surprised that Ihave not been asked yet to move myself int it, Heck, it 
‘ean not be that had, Ihave not received any "pupers” (as of yet) 


TRnowe that Spring is her 
Extra Class upgrade 


since baseball as started and the NHL playoffs are in full swing. Now, about that 


Ts 
Al, KDSLEB 


es | 
Shack Shot - AESWX 


{ve been busy here in Torado Country and have 
‘completely re-done the radio shack. The “equipment roster” 
includes: Rigs: An Icom IC-718 HF rig, a Yaesu FT-S800R 2 
1/70 em rig (Skywar, and local trafic), an Teom TTH 2 

miter/70 centimeter HT (For packet) and a Yaesu VX-150 2 
meter HT (monitoring local traffic, und taking on Amtrak tips 
to monitor traffic between the conductors, dispatchers, 
engineers, hot box detectors, ec.) 


ower Supplies: Astron RS20-M forthe IC-718 and the 
FT-S800R, plus an Astron RS-L power supply with a cigarette 


lighter adapter forthe T7H 2 and the VX-150. 1 also have a Black and Decker Electromate 400 portable power 
supply that powers the FT-S800R. rig during Skywarn operations when thunderstorms ae in the area 


Computers: | deskiop computer with Windows XP, | more desktop computer and 1 laptop computer whieh 
are used during Skywarn operations, Printers: A Lexmark X2870 scanner/priner/eopier combination, along 
with a Lexmark 2615 print 


Also in the shack are the following: Wooden curvings 
‘of my 2 call signs. NSVLZ, my frst callsign which I held 
from August, 1991 to June, 2009 and AESWX which T 
currently hold. Lucite replicas of memorial bricks inthe 
Diamond Terrace at ARRL Headquarters in memory of 
Boolsie Ganon, KCSFAQ (she got me into square 


dancing, so I got her into ham radio), and my late XYL, 
Tanice Stout 


ARRL Frequency Chart. Copy of my amateur radio 
~ ae license, as well as 3 QSL cards, 2 with my former 
callsign, and | with the current callsign, 


My membership certificates to ARRL (Life Member) the ARRL Diamond Club, Courage Handi-Hams (Life 
Member), the Portage County Amateur Radio Service, my Skywarn Spotter Training cemiicate from the 
National Weather Service, Little Rock, Arkansas, a certificate from ARRL for being an Amateur Extra Class 
licensee, the Cabot Nightllyers Net...a mid-evening ham radio net in central Arkansas, and a certificate of 
appreciation from the Central Arkansas Radio Emergency Net. 


Also, to help with Skywam, Ihave printed out a map of Arkansas’ counties, as well us a guide to hail size 
tera, from the Storm Prediction Center. 


Lastly. a "warning" sign, that "tampering with my ham radio may result in a*** whoopin' you'll never 
Forget” (hi hi. 
Daryl, AESWX 


ees | 


Thanks & 73 = 


I really appreciate your help in getting material for this newsleter, All of our 
menbers (and others) look Forward 1o getting this newsletter every month, so 
“keep sending those inputs! 


"Thanks goes out to this month's contsibutors: KCSPD, WBSLCD, W8PT, f 
KBSUUZ, K8JE, W8KNO, KBONU, WSDEC, KDSLEB, AESWX, The 
ARRL and the World Wide Web, 


With your continued help — we can keep making this « great newsletter 
Tom, KBSUUZ 
PCARS Newsletter Editor 


__ 


. 


Pictures from the April PCARS Meeting 


‘The Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Ine. (PCARS) 
Meetings: 2"' Monday of each month t 7:00 PM 
at the On Tap Geille, 4396 Kent Road (SR 59) in Stow 


All are weleome to atend ~ Drop in and say hello? 


"When All Else Fails - Amateur Radio Works” 


CARS Uses Ne NSEQ) epeter HUQAYS ME (PL 110 Roottowa, Oba PL 114.8 ~ Kea, Ob) 
PCARS thanks NSEQJ for making the repeater available to area hams and for PCARS activities, 
PCRS Appsntments& Commitee 2001 

“ABEL Resa WAS KINSOUZ Tas Fa 
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